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volved in all sorts of unsavory speculations on the stock
exchange and in gambling scandals, invariably, it is
true, as a victim; while at least three foreign footlight
favorites were expelled from Germany by the police on
account of the scandals created by his association with
them. On one occasion, he even had the audacity to ap-
pear at Charlottenburg with a notorious American " demi-
mondaine" seated beside him on the box of his drag,
although his sister, the empress, was present at the races, as
well as a large number of ladies of the court and many great
dignitaries. Seeing the servants of his coach arrayed in
the familiar liveries of his house, they all naturally imag-
ined that the lady beside the duke was one of his sisters,
either Princess Frederick-Leopold or Princess Fedora, and
accorded to her the homage which would have belonged
by right to either of these two princesses, but which was
totally misplaced when conceded to a woman of such un-
enviable notoriety as the fair stranger who sat beside the
duke. Needless to add that the emperor was furious when
he heard of the affair, and after giving orders for the im-
mediate expulsion of the woman, directed the prince to
leave Berlin, and to remain at his castle of Prinkenau until
he had expiated his gross and flagrant breach of the pro-
prieties.
Duke Ernest-Gunther was a suitor for the hand of quite
a large number of princesses, and among those to whom he
proposed were the daughters of the Prince of Wales and
of the latter's brother, the Duke of Coburg, his suit being
rejected with touching unanimity in each instance, in con-
sequence of his unenviable reputation. Yet strangely
enough, as stated previously, he seems to have developed
into an exemplary husband, although his marriage was con-
tracted under circumstances which verged on a tragedy;

